viil                                        PREFACE

It is not the result of arbitrary choice that we deal here
only -with leading Jews. This is caused by the attitude of the
Arabic authors, who in general refer very sparingly to non-
Muslims. mentioning only those amongst them who were
accorded special interest by reason of their position and
activities. Had this not been so, our information regarding
the economic situation of the Jews in Mediaeval Islam
might have been somewhat more complete.

It should be remarked that the starting-point of our inquiry
has been the Islamic sources available. Continued research
into hitherto unpublished sources will doubtless produce
additional information and serve to fill the lacunae in the
history of Oriental Jewry. Hebrew documents and records,
dealing mostly with the inner religious life of the Jewish com-
munity, have been utilized when they had a direct bearing
upon our subject.

The background of our study extends from Egypt to Persia
during the Middle Ages. Though the terms " Middle Ages "
or " Mediaeval "? taken over from European history, are
scarcely exact in this connection, they are retained here
as a matter of convenience. The similar problems of Jewry
at other periods and under Islamic dynasties in other countries
such as Spain, North Africa, Turkey, etc.. are reserved for
a separate work.

In conclusion I wish to thank Professor D. S. Margoliouth
(Oxford) for his valuable suggestions and guidance ;
Colonel D. M. F. Hoysted for ensuring the publication of
this book by the Royal Asiatic Society and for his good offices ;
I. M. Lask for his help in revising the English version ;
Dr. S. D. Goitein and I. A. Abbady for reading the proof-
sheets.
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